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But we had a Aurora Borealis the 2.9th of 
'December 1 716. The Day; was- clear, with a brisk 
cold W ind North-weft, the Evening calm and ferene, 
and about Seven we had a red Aurora Borealis. 

On the 19th of November 173,7. about Sun-fet, 
many People in this Town faw a fiery Meteor in the 
Air, large and bright ; it feemed in the Zenith, and 
fo it feemed to them fome Miles from Town j it was 
obferved to be higher than the lower Clouds. 

On the 7th of December 173 7. a Minute or Two 
before Eleven at Night, we had two Shocks of an 
Earthquake, greater than ever felt here before. The 
fecond Evening after, and for feveral Evenings in this 
Month, a red Vapour appeared to the Southward and 
South-weft ward, like the Aurora Borealis . 


XXL A ‘Defcription of the Cave of Kilcorny 
in the Barony of Burren in Ireland, con¬ 
tained in a Letter from Mr. Charles Lucas, 
Apothecary at Dublin, to Sir Hans Sloane, 
Bart. Br. R. S. &c. 
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SIR, 

EFORE I give a particular Defcriptkm of this 
_ Cave, it may be proper to give a fhort Sketch 
or that Part of the Country in which it is fituate, 
being moftly negletted, or deemed unworthy of the 
Notice or Obfervation of any Hiftorian hitherto. 

That Part of Ireland called Burren, is a* Email 
Barony in the North-weft Part of the County of 

Clare, 
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Clare , and bounded on the North Side by the Bay of 
Galway . It is from one End to the other a Conti¬ 
nuation of very high, rocky. Lime-(tone Hills, there 
being little or no plain Land throughout the Whole. 
It is that Part of which it is reported, that Oliver 
Cromwell faid, (when he came to ftorm a few Caftles 
in it) That he could neither fee Water enough to 
drown a Man, Wood enough to hang a Man, or 
Earth enough to bury a Man in: Notwithftanding it 
is moft fertile, and produces immenfe Quantities of 
Juniper, and fome Yew j belides great Variety of the 
Capillary Herbs, Virgo, Aurea, Verbena, and fome 
other common Plants, 1 have found the Teucrium Al- 
pinum magno fore, of Cafpar Bauhin, and a large 
fhrubby Cinquefoil, anfwering the Defcription Mr. 
Motifon gives, in his Second Volume of Hijl. Oxon> 
of his Tentaphylloides rettum fruticofum Eboracenfe. 

The Inhabitants are but few, and they moftly poor 
Cottagers, whofe chief Stock is a Parcel of Goats. 
They are courteous and good-natured to Strangers, 
though very wild and unpolifhed,- weak, blind, 
fuperftitlous Zealots to the Church of Rome, and 
(like fome more polite PeopJLe in the World) led and 
enflaved by a Set of mean, ignorant and illiterate 
Priefts. 

The Place where this Cave lies, is called Kilcorny: 
It is a pretty low Valley, in Comparifori to the Hills 
that furround it: The Entrance is into the Eaft Enel 
of it, (for it lies Eaft and Weft) about Midway. There 
are the Ruins Of an old Church, and, a little Weft ward 
of it, an even Plain of about an Acre of Ground ; on 
the North Side of which, undet a fteep rugged; Cliff, 
lies the Cave. 

The 
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The Mouth of it is level with the Plain, about 
Three Feet Diameter : It has been much larger, but 
was blocked up with Lime and Stone, which plainly 
appears hill, but to what Purpofe. is not known. 
Some conjedure it \yas an Attempt to reftrain the 
great Flux of Water* but the fabulous Natives, who 
tell numberlefs romantic Tales of it, fay, it is a Paf- 
fage to the Antipodes 5 and that a Stud of fine Horfes 
have been feen coming out of it very often, to eat 
the Corn (own in the Valley: They further add, that 
many Stratagems have been tried to catch fome of 
them; but, with the Lofs ofjfome Mens Lives, they 
could catch but one Stone-horfe, the Breed of which, 
being very valuable, they fay is kept to this Day by 
O Loghlen> which with them is a kind of titular 
King that they pay great Relpett to. But to return 
to the Cave: 

When you pais this narrow Entrance, it grows 
much wider and loftier. The Floor is a pretty even 
Rock, from Two to Four or Five Yards broad: The 
Sides and Top are rugged and unequal, from Six to 
Twelve or Fourteen Feet high. 

About Forty Yards from the Door, there is a pretty 
deep Pit, Seven or Eight Yards over ,• but, when parted, 
the Floor is plain and even, as before, for about Two 
hundred Yards, which is the fartheft that any one 
known has ventured into it: For my part, 1 did not 
pafs thisrPit> but have feen feveral that did, whofe 
Veracity I can depend upon. Moft People that have 
gone into it, went by a Thread or Clue * others have 
carried a Bundle of Straw, and dropped it by the 
Way, to guide their Return; which feems altogether 
.unnecdfary, there .being no Windings or Chambers 

throughout 
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throughput of any Extent. It is all over, even in 
the Depth of Winter, as dry as anyPlace of the kind 
under-ground can be j and what feems very prodi¬ 
gious, is, that it often pours forth fuch a Deluge as 
covers the adjacent Plain, fometimcs with above 
twenty Feet Depth of Water. 

The Tithes of its overflowing are uncertain and 
irregular.; fometimes it does not happen above once 
in a Year or two, but mod commonly Three or Four 
times a Year: It is fometimes obferved to fucceed 
great .Rains and Storms, though it often happens 
without either. 

The neighbouring Inhabitants are alarmed at its 
Approach, by a great Noife, as of many falling Wa¬ 
ters at a Diftance; which continues for fome Hours 
before, and generally all the time of the Flood. 

The Water comes forth with extreme Rapidity 
from the Mouth of the Cave, and likewife from 
fome fmaller Holes in the low Ground, attended 
with a furprifing Noife: It flows for a Day or two, 
and always returns into the fame Cave, and partly 
into the fmall Holes, from whence it was obferved to 
come before, but with a more flow and tardy Courfc.' 
The Water is of a putrid Quality, like ftagnated 
Pond-water, infipid as Spring-water. It always leaves 
a filthy muddy Scum upon the Ground it covered, 
which greatly enriches the Soil. 

It has been known fometimes (though rarely) to 
overflow and ebb in fix or eight Hours time, but in 
a much lefs Quantity. 

There is neither River or Lake any- where in that 
Part of the Country, and it is above Six Miles from 
the Sea. There are very near it feveral much lower 

A a a Valleys, 
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Valleys, in which there is no Appearance of Water, 
unlefs a little Rain-water collected in a Pit, in the 
Fiflure of a Rock, or the like. 

If there be any Queries about further Circumftances 
relating to it, any way material to be asked, I fhall be 
always ready to anfwer them, having fpent a good 
deal of Time upon the Spot, examining of it myfelf; 
fo that I can aver this whole Narrative for Truth, 
from my own aftual Obfervations. 

I thought it a pity fo remarkable and wonderful 
a Phenomenon of Nature fhould lie hid from the 
Learned; and though confcious of my own Infuffi- 
ciency, and Incapacity of writing or ftating the Cafe 
methodically, have at laft refolved, at all Adventures, 
to fend you a true, fimple, and naked Defcription 
of it. 

I have been very cautious in faying more than any 
Man may fee there. 

SIR , 

Dublin, Tour mojt obedient , 

Nov. II. i~]6, an( £ humble Servant. 

Charles Lucas. 
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